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importance. This was partly because they had abso-
lutely definite ideas of what they wanted, while no one
else had any definite ideas at alL Nevertheless, even
at the end of the war the country was still strongly
national in feeling, and in a country of strong national-
ism, even at its moment of deepest degradation, the
Spartacists were, though German in blood, alien in
spirit* The Majority Socialists were only representing
universal opinion when they so vehemently repudiated
the anti-nationalism of the Spartacists* Perhaps because
the country was doing so badly, it became a touchstone of
honesty of motive to acknowledge a certain modicum of
nationalism, not to desert the " fatherland " in the hour
of need* There is a certain element of generosity here
which powerfully appealed to all that was good in the
country ; patriotism at bay is always respectable* But
the Spartacists made mock of that fierce and illogical
faith, because they had already replaced it with another*
This was their justification* Now where the Inde-
pendents came to shipwreck was in this: that neither
did they adhere to the old faith nor to the new* They
decried nationalism; their tribute of respect to it was
of that doctrinaire kind which can be peculiarly
irritating to overwrought nerves; but, as they quite
honestly said, they did not believe in the cliches of the
Spartacists either* They were therefore the chosen
victims of abuse, and, as they also sat in the political
assemblies, which the Spartacists refused to do,